


Each state’s forestry agency assists individual landown-
ers in developing a site-specific plan.“A professional
prescribed burn manager can help determine wind and
smoke direction, and avoid affecting schools, nursing
homes, highways and other smoke-sensitive areas,” said
Gillis.

Drought has also become a major concern over the past
few years, he continued. “If it is so dry that the fire will
burn the feeder roots, or if it would continue to burn in-
stead of coming in contact with moisture and extinguish-
ing, burning is not recommended; however, most stands
have enough moisture at this point to burn effectively.”

WHO SHOULD BURN

Conducting a prescribed burn is no small task. Each
state requires a landowner to apply for a burn permit to
legally conduct a burn from the state forestry commis-
sion or other state forestry agency. In obtaining the per-
mit, the person burning accepts responsibility for containing the
fire and staying with it until it is extinguished. Most state forestry
agencies in the South offer a certified prescribed burn manage-
ment course that can qualify landowners to conduct a burn on his
or her own.

“Prescribed burning is an important tool in forest management
planning,” concluded Gillis. “Although the exact timing of the burn
has to be determined within a short period of time due to weather
conditions and other considerations, prescribed burning is a valu-
able tool in managing a healthy forest and should be included in
the planning process.”

Thanks to the Georgia Forestry Commission for their valuable input to this article.
State forestry agencies across the Southeast can provide guidance and support for
burn planning, permitting and certification. Contact your state agency for more
information.

Why Burn? Reasons for A Prescribed Burn

Ty

Greg Carter (left) and Bobby Maddrey checking out longleaf
seedlings being planted on Carter’s Mississippi land.

WILDLIFE FEATURE:
Northern Cardinal

Range and Description

The Northern Cardinal can be found in a large por-
tion of North America, from the midwestern to the
northeastern United States through the South and
into Mexico. The cardinal is between eight and nine
inches long, with a wingspan of 10 to 12 inches. The
male is brilliant red with a large crest on its head,

a red bill and its face is surrounded by black. The
female is grayish tan with red in its tail, wings and
crest. Its beak is reddish orange. The female’s face
is grayish black and is not as distinctive as the male.
Young cardinals often resemble the female, but have
a black bill.

Habitat and Breeding

Habitat for the Northern Cardinal includes areas with
shrubs and small trees, such as forest edges, hedge-
rows and also suburbs. The bird builds its nest from
stems and twigs and fills it with leaves and grass.
The outer layer sometimes even includes paper or
plastic. Usually, the nest is built 10 feet or less off
the ground. The cardinal lays a clutch of one to five
eggs that are off-white with brown spots. After an
incubation of about 12 days, the chicks are born.
They fledge in one to two weeks.

Feeding

The cardinal eats seeds, fruits, buds and insects and
frequents bird feeders where available, especially at
dawn and dusk.

Interesting Facts

= The Northern Cardinal is the most popular state
bird, representing Indiana, Illinois, Kentucky, Ohio,
North Carolina, Virginia and West Virginia.

e |s that a songbird? The female Northern Cardinal
sings, often giving the male information about
when to bring food. A pair of cardinals may share
song phrases but the female’s song is generally
longer and more complex than that of the male.

= Fiercely competitive, the male cardinal often
spends hours fighting itself if it sees its reflection
in a glass or mirror.

= Males that are brighter red live in territories with
more dense vegetation, feed at higher rates and
have greater reproductive success than their dull
counterparts.

Source: Cornell University School of Ornithology



CHRISTMAS TREES:

Top Choices for Bringing the Forest to Your Home

As a landowner who may manage vast acres of forestland, you may not take
the time to think about he many varieties of Christmas trees that are avail-
able. Here are the top 10 choices for that all-important holiday tradition:

1) Fraser Fir. The Fraser
Fir is silvery-green, soft
to the touch and has
excellent needle reten-
tion. The spacing of the
firm branches make it easy
to decorate and it grows
to almost perfect shape.

2) Noble Fir. The Noble Fir
is deep green and has a nat-
urally good shape. Boughs
from the noble fir are often
made into wreaths. It has
branches that are sturdy
and has good spacing
between branches making
it easy to hang ornaments.

3) Colorado Blue Spruce.
The blue spruce has a
pyramid shape with strong
limbs and is known for
its bluish/silvery foliage.

Source: About.com
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4) Grand Fir. The Grand
Fir has glossy, dark green
needles that are soft
to the touch and limbs
that may not be suited
to heavier ornaments.

5) Balsam Fir. The Balsam
Fir is dark green with flex-
ible branches that are often
used for wreath making. It
has an attractive form and
gives off a pleasant fra-
grance.

6) White Fir. The White
Fir has bluish/green
foliage that dullsasitages. It
has a nice shape and aroma,
and good needle retention.

7) Eastern White Pine.
Branches of the Eastern
White Pine are often used
in garlands, wreaths and
centerpieces because of
their feathery soft needles.

Please send us your feedback and story ideas.
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Branches are lush, but flex-
ible and last throughout the
season with proper water-

ing.

8) Douglas Fir. The Doug-
las Fir has soft, shiny
green needles. Branches
are tightly woven together
and generally sheared to
a cone shape. Choose a
freshly cut fir and water
frequently for best results.

9) Scotch Pine. The
Scotch Pine retains its
needles and keeps well
through the holiday sea-
son. It resists drying and
does not drop its needles.

10) The Norway Spruce.
The Norway Spruce has an
excellent color but does
not hold its needles well. It
should be purchased right
before Christmas in order
to last.

Happy Holidays!
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